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Every citizen enjoys the benefits that 

the EU brings for less than one cup of 

coffee a day. 

WHAT IS THE SIZE OF THE EU BUDGET?

2018

EU-28 gross national income

EUR 15 887 billion

EU-28 Member States public expenditure

EUR 7 249 billion

EU annual budget

EUR 139 billion

Source: European Commission
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THE COMMISSION HAS PROPOSED 

PROPORTIONALLY LOWER EXPENDITURE 

COMPARED TO THE CURRENT LEVEL IN THE EU27 

EU-28

*2014-2020 estimated commitments 

(UK expenditure excluded) in % EU27 GNI

** European Development Fund integrated (“budgetised”)

Commitments ceiling 

in % EU GNI

European 

Development Fund
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HOW THE PROPOSED 2021-2027 MFF IS ALIGNED

TO POLITICAL PRIORITIES

Source: European Commission
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Evolution of main policy areas in the EU budget

MATCHING PRIORITIES WITH RESOURCES

Source: European Commission

*Adjusted for 1995 enlargement
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WHAT DOES THE MULTIANNUAL FINANCIAL 

FRAMEWORK LOOK LIKE? 

Source: COM (2019) 310 - Technical adjustment of the financial framework 

for 2020 in line with movements in GNI (ESA 2010)



8

Source: European Commission

FINANCING THE EU BUDGET
SIMPLIFICATION AND DIVERSIFICATION OF REVENUE SOURCES

Modernisation of existing 
Own Resources 

New
Own Resources 

Higher Own Resources ceiling

Other revenues

Value Added Tax-based: simplified

Traditional Own Resources (customs 
duties): 
lower collection costs (20% to 10%)

GNI-based contribution: smaller share   

Common Consolidated Corporate Tax 
Base
 less likely to be retained

20% of revenues from Emissions Trading 
System

National contribution based on non-
recycled plastic packaging waste
 has gained broad support by Member 
States
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A FAIRER BUDGET



10

A FAIRER BUDGET
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THE REASONS BEHIND THE INCREASES

*Illustrative visualisation based on estimates based on the Commission proposal for the 2021-2027 Multiannual 

Financial Framework, the 2020 Draft Budget and the 2019 Spring economic forecast
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Freephone: 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11

• weekdays 09:00 – 18:00 CET

• in any official EU language

• from anywhere in the EU

Questions about the EU? 

Europe Direct can help.

www.europa.eu/youreurope

Help and advice for EU nationals and their family 

online.All EU publications you are looking for.

europe.direct.europa.eu

Let's stay in touch…

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/

consultation-future-europe

Any data on you might need on EU expenditure, 

revenue and national contributions: 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/technical-

briefing-eus-next-long-term-budget_en

Examples of EU funded projects: 

https://ec.europa.eu/budget/euprojects/search-

projects_fr

Data on the European Structural 

and Investment Funds:

https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/

All budget data you might be looking for:

Consultation on the future of 

Europe

Factsheets and legal texts of the Commission’s

proposals for 2021-2027: 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/future-europe/eu-

budget-future_fr

https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en
http://europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/index_en.htm
http://www.europa.eu/youreurope/index.htm
https://bookshop.europa.eu/en/home/
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/consultation-future-europe
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/technical-briefing-eus-next-long-term-budget_en
https://ec.europa.eu/budget/euprojects/search-projects_fr
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/future-europe/eu-budget-future_fr

